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African Films Highlighted in March Film Series at CMA 


CLEVELAND — The New York African Film Festival, now in its sixth year at Lincoln 
Center, is considered one of the nation's top showcases for recent African movies. This year 
the festival's traveling series makes its first-ever stop in Cleveland. Four shorts and four 
features from six African nations will receive their first Cleveland showings this month at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA). The movies' subjects range from poverty and 
underdevelopment to the future of indigenous African cinema. 

In addition to these African film selections, two of last year's most acclaimed and 
talked-about movies will return to Cleveland in March and screen at the museum for the 
first time: Time Regained, the film version of Marcel Proust's final volume of Remembrance of 
Things Past, and Sound and Fury, the Oscar-nominated documentary about the family 
struggle that ensues when the deaf six-year-old daughter of a Long Island deaf couple asks 
for a cochlear implant to help her hear. 

All films will take place in the Lecture Hall or Gartner Auditorium. Admission is $6 
($4 CMA members). 

The African Film Festival Traveling Series has been organized by the African Film 
Festival, Inc., in association with the Film Society of Lincoln Center. This series has been 
made possible by the generous support of the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Rockefeller Foundation, and the Ford Foundation. 

For more information about the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.orq . 

Complete March film listings follow. 
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March Films ($6, $4 CMA members) 

Aristotle's Plot 
Friday, Mar. 2. 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Mar. 4, 3 p.m. 

(Cameroon, 1996, color, subtitles, 35mm, 72 min.) Directed by Jean-Pierre Bekolo. In a southern African 
town, an earnest cineaste battles wannabe gangsters (with adopted names like Van Damme and Bruce Lee) 
to rid the local Cinema Africa of Hollywood imports. Cleveland premiere. Preceded at showtime by Fanta 
Regina Nacro's 33-min. /fonate'sG/ft (Burkina Faso, 1998), in which a village husband becomes enraged and 
impotent when his wife presents him with a condom from the city. 

Barbeque-Pejo 

Wednesday. Mar. 7, 7 p.m. 

(Benin, 1999, color, subtitles, 35mm, 88 min.) Directed by Jean Odoutan. Attempting to remedy his financial 
misery, a Beninese corn farmer buys a run-down Peugeot in order to become a bush cabdriver. Prosperity 
does not follow. Cleveland premiere. Preceded at 7 p.m. by Mansour Sora Wade's 16-min. P/ccM/ (Senegal, 
1992), a tale of the friendship between two street children. 

Chikin Biznis 
Friday, Mar. 9. 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Mar. 11, 2 p.m. 

(South Africa, 1998, color, subtitles, 35mm, 103 min.) Directed by Ntshavheni Wa Luruli, with Fats 
Bookholane. Tired of working for a boss, a middle-aged South African man quits his job to become an 
entrepreneur: he sells chickens in Soweto and turns into a scoundrel. This award-winning comedy paints an 
accurate picture of township life. Cleveland premiere. Preceded at showtime by Mansour Sora Wade's 16- 
min, Aida Souka (Senegal, 1992), in which an older woman teaches a young Senegalese girl the stratagems of 
seduction. 

Bye Bye, Africa 
Wednesday, Mar. 14, 7 p.m. 

(Chad, 1998, color, subtitles, 35mm, 86 min.) Directed by Mahamat Saleh Haroun. A Chadian film director 
living in France for ten years returns to his native country where he is shocked by the changes in his 
hometown, especially its faltering film scene. "Extraordinary ... An anguished, self-reflexive meditation on 
the state of African cinema." — The New York Times. Cleveland premiere. Preceded at 7 p.m. by Alain 
Gomis' 12-min. ty/t/r/w'/nds (Senegal, 1999), about a Senegalese student in Paris torn between staying in 
France and returning to Senegal. 

Time Regained 

Wednesday, Mar. 28, 6 p.m. 

(France, 1999, color, subtitles, 35mm, 165 min.) Directed by Raul Ruiz, with Catherine Deneuve, 

Emmanuelle Beart, Vincent Perez, Chiarra Mastroianni, and John Malkovich. This brilliant film version of 
the final volume of Remembrance of Things Pastiums Proust's elegy to lost time into a baroque and beautiful 
kaleidoscope of characters and incidents. 

Sound and Fury 
Friday, Mar. 30, 7 p.m. 

(USA, 2000, color, 35mm, subtitles, 80 min.) Directed by Josh Aronson. Gripping, fascinating documentary 
about the family struggle that ensues when the deaf six-year-old daughter ofa Long Island deaf coupleasks 
for a cochlear implant to help her hear. Her anti-implant parents regard deafness as an alternative culture 
and not a disability. "Powerful, insightful, important and emotionally wrenching" — The New York Times. 

### 
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